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JK part numbers: J18857, J18858, J13465, J11720, J18855, J18856

FOR ALL WESTFALIA CONVERSIONS 1968-1992
WESTFALIA ROOF CANVASES

Please read this fitting guide to help ensure a fault free time with your canvas. 
For fitting, you should need between 4 and 9 hours, require the assistance of at 
least one other person and most importantl; if in doubt about anything, check it 
again.

These instructions should act as a good guideline, regardless of whether your van 
has an early T2 (front hinging style), late (rear hinging style) or even a T25 canvas.
We recommend that you take some photos of how the canvas is fitted before going 
on to the next stage. This will help if you get lost reinstalling the canvas.
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FITTING GUIDE

1. The canvas is clamped between the roof and aluminium 
mouldings - two on the sides, one in the front and one in the back.
First remove the series of screws from the side mouldings. 
NOTE: Take careful notice of exactly how the tent is fastened to the body.

2. Remove the front and rear mouldings next.

3. You should now be able to remove what was left of the 
canvas. 
Often, if the canvas is very old, worn and brittle it will literally fall 
apart in your hands.
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4. This may seem like common sense but give the roof a good 
clean, you won’t get another chance once the canvas is fitted.

5. Ensure that the tent is right before you try to install it. 
Double-check all dimensions and edges, take a few 
measurements on your van and compare them with the new 
tent. If they are long way out, you may have the wrong tent.

6. All bay window tents are attached to the pop-top with tack 
strips and staples. You can easily remove the tack strips with a 
screwdriver.
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9. To remove the complete pop-top unit, you first need to unbolt the 
lifting gear (located in the front of the top on 1974-79 models). On 
each side there is one bolt on the flank and another on top.

8. Remove the reinforcement bar which is held with three bolts in 
the front of the pop-top.

7. You can choose to buy new tack strips or reuse the original 
tack strips if in a reasonable condition. You can remove the 
staples by laying each tack strip on the floor, and pushing it down  
as shown.
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10. It helps to tie off the lifting gear, so they do not expand 
when you lift the top off the vehicle.

11. Since the lifting gear is folded and tied off, you need to 
hold the top partially open with a piece of wood so you can 
still access the hinges.

12. Now remove the top from the hinges. Each hinge is held 
with three nuts to the top.
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14. Mark the centre of each side of the tent.

13. You can now remove the whole pop-top unit from the 
vehicle. Place it upside down on a raised surface, for 
example a pair of sawhorses.

15. Also mark the centre of the top’s front, rear and sides.
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18. From there, put the tack strip over the areas you have 
already stapled. You will need quite a few staples to tackle 
the job. Put the staples at about the same interval as on the 
original tack strip, as seen in step 7.

16. The next step will be to line up those marks and install the 
tent to the top at those points first. Get your staple gun out and 
put a staple (13mm) at the centre of each side. You will then 
work your way to each corner.

17. You don’t need to put in too many staples at this point. One 
staple every four or six inches will be sufficient. A few staples 
in each corner might be required. As you can see, the corners 
aren’t very easy to access. Take you time.
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19. Make sure the tent is not going to get in the way, when 
turning the top upside. One way to achieve this is to clamp the 
material with pegs.

20. With plenty of help, put the top back onto the vehicle.

21. Start by bolting the top to the hinges.
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22. In order to reinstall the lifting gear on top, you will first need to 
carefully drill through the canvas and the tack strip.

23. Securing the lifting gear to the top pop-top with four bolts. 
Remember, on each side, there are one on the flank and another 
on top.

24. Install the reinforcement bar, held with three bolts, in the front 
of the pop-top.
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25. Time to install the canvas to the body. As seen earlier in our 
installation, the canvas is clamped between the roof and four 
aluminium mouldings. Start with the shortest moulding, located 
one the lifting gear side. Make sure the centre point of the roof 
is aligned with the centre of the canvas before securing this 
moulding to the roof. You may find it easier to slide the long side 
mouldings, as seen here.

26. For the two side mouldings and the other short moulding (on 
the hinged side), you also need to install the tent to the body 
at the centre point of each run first, and then work towards the 
corners.

27. Finish the installation with the corners. (Putting the screws 
back on is rather time consuming, you might find it easier to 
access the area near the hinges by removing the matress, as per 
picture number two).
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28. You will need to notch the plastic welting in the corners in 
order to make the turn. It may also be necessary to take up 
extra material in the corners. A little wrinkling in the corners is 
acceptable. They will straighten out over time.

29. Here is the final product!
Don’t worry too much about the wrinkles. This is a textile product 
and some stretching is to be expected.


